critical digest 
\* VOL. Iv_ No. 1 September 3, 1951 
: The Week y Newsletter Digest of the Current New Yor eatre Scene 


New York Opening This Week 


Lace on Her Petticoat-Booth, 9/4/51. Herman Shumlin production of Scottish ro- 
mantic play, now a hit in London, by Aimee Stuart, Neva Patterson is starred. Support- 
ing cast includes Jeff Morrow, Muriel Aked, Perlita Neilson and Patsy Bruder. 

Mr. Shumlin directed. 


Hits Revisited 


The Moon is Blue-Miller, 3/8/51. Curious critical tendency of colleagues to 
underrate Fe Hugh Herbert comedy because it is frankly light and frivolous chided by 
Watts, Post. Second visit convinced critic it deserves more appreciation. Skill 
and deftness of script, plus expert direction and perfect performances must be 
admired...Two on the Aisle-Hellinger, 6/19/51. Magnificent lot to be learned about 
craftsmanship and professionalism by seeing a New Haven tryout and a New York hit 
performance of same show, comments Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun. Arthur Lesser mu- 
sical by Betty Comden-Adolph Green seemed tentative and headed for certain disaster 
when first seen. But now critic roared wtil his ribs protested at the Lahr sketches, 
and marveled at Dolores Gray's fine performance...Call Me Madem-Imperial, 10/12/50. 
Ethel Merman is still the show, states Watts after second view. Without her skill it 
isn't a very impressive show. Jeff Warren, subbing for Russell Nype, is satisfactory 
enough, while Paul Lukas' personal charm is of immense aid. 


Summer End Feuds and Suits 


Smart money will be on Shuberts, says WINS Martin Starr, in the coming road 
booking ware Because of limited number of road shows and larger number of available 
theatres, there will be a battle to book the shows...Herman Shumlin's dispute with 
Association of Theatrical Press Agents and Managers union over employment of Lee 
Sabinson-as- company manager-in Lace om Her Petticoat will be placed in hands of joint 
adjustment board; show was threatened with picketing...New York Ticket Brokers signed 
new ticket code setting up own ticket regulation system...Make A Wish producers plan 
to sue “Show of Month* CIub...Program publisher Arthur Klar suing Arthur Lesser for 
refusing to return his Two onthe Aisle investment money...Shuberts suing NY dailies 
for alleged discrimination in placing advertising...Wage talks with other theatre 
unions continue with League of NY Theatres. 

Editorial Pros & Cons a 
Advertising agencies, stations and sponsors are now readying the new crop of 
"Theatre programs for TV." If last year's product is any guide they will consist of: 

watered down versions of classics, poorly done charade quizzes, brief fragments of 
hit shows, and endless inverviews with the same handful of camera happy stars. None 
of which encourages anyone, theatre fans included, to go to the theatre. If as much 
time, money, thought and energy was spent developing stimulating, original theatre 
for programs as is spent on the average one minute TV commercial; theatre would boom 
throughout the land. 


News & Notes 


Ben Gross, News, and Charles Zerner, Times, have had their play What This Tow 
Needs optioned by EITis and Russo for fall production...Dan Blum, Theatre World, re- 
turning from Europe...Vernon Rice, Post, to vacation month of September in Europe. 
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1. NY Times ll. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

2- NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22. Commonweal 

3. NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 235e Cue 

4 NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. Chr. Science Monitor 
5. NY Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 25. Sat. Review Lit. 

6e NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7. WY Journal American 17. Variety 27. Time 

8. World Telegram & Sum 18. Billboard 28. Nation 

9. Brooklyn Eagle 19. Theatre Arts 29 New Republic 

10. Newark News 20. New Leader 50. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hitse "So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


AFFAIRS OF STATE=9/25/50 - Con: 1-6-9-10-11-12-14-15-19-20-22-24-25-26-29. 
None: 16-21-23-28. 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 - Con: 18-19=28=29. So-So: 3. None: 16=21. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES=12/8/50 - Con: 6-28. So-So: 14-18-22-23-27. None: 21-25. 
GUYS AND png - Con: 28. 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 - Con: 28. None: 19. 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 - Con: 14-19. None: 21-25-28. 
THE ROSE TATTOO=2, - Con: 4-6-7-14-19-21-24-25-27. None: 12-20-22. 
So-So: 8. 
SEVENTEEN-6/22/51 - Con: 2=4-7-26-27-28-30. None: 12-20-22. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 - Con: 27. So-So: 23. 
None: 5-9-10-12-14=20-21-28-29. 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 - Con: 4=20-23-28-30. So-So: 3. None: 19-21. 
TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 - Con: 2-3. None: 14=19-20-21-22-24-25-28-29. 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51 - Con: 2-7-14-18-20-25-27-28. None: 15-19-21. 


Remains to be Seen, Lindsay & Crouse new musical, selling advance tickets via WMCA 
Barry Gray...dack Gabriel, NEA, guested on CBS-TV "Guest House"...Ethel Barrymore will 
be seen regularly on TV via five minute films...WJZ considering rebroadcasting Will 
Rogers shows...Maurice Zolotow signed by CBS to script half hour radio series which 
will be zany parade of today's heroes...John Golden brought his campaign to end federal 
tax on servicemen's tickets to WNBC Eleanor Roosevelt before Congress passed the new 
bill...Mark Roberts, Stalag 17, appears daily on NBC-TV Susan Peters Show originating 
in Philadelphia; he has plane ready in case train's delayed...NBC "Big Show" to open 
fall season from London Palladium with top British theatre stars...Richard Rodgers to 
compose musical score especially for NBC series on history of US Navy...Bill Tabbert, 
South Pacific, featured on CBS-TV Toast of the Tow, September 16th...Dolores Gray, 

Two on the Aisle, on Toast of Town, September 2nd...Sarah Churchill weekly CBS-TV 
Series starts October 7th, sponsored by Hallmark. 


Billboard reports that a West Coast syndicate considering plens to present full 
length musicals especially for theatre TV. The syndicate told Billboard that Broadway 
musicals are “too adult end sophisticated" for home TV, so they plan to have top movie 
end legit writers write special video material. They are currently talking to Jules 
Styne, Betty Comden and Adolph Green, Two on the Aisle writers. Total budget for such 
musicals would be umder $100,000 with Tyric and book writers paid a sum equal to that 
of their movie end legit salaries. Lawrence Shwab, who directed NBC-TV musical comedy 
séries last year, has been signed as TV director. 


' Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' LY 

. ' TV & Radio Notes ! . 


PRODUCERS ROLE...The theatre would be much better off today, complains Baton, Press, 
if reputable Broadway producers confined their activities to finding and foster- 
ing decent drama instead of “horsin'” around with house seats, brokers allotments 
and other dubious worries about tickets. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Barn on Louis Kronenberger, Time, farm near Norwich, Conne would 
make ideal summer theatre, predicts Morehouse, WT&S...Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy ripe for musical comedy leads, suggests Sylvester, News...Six winners and 
two losers sre score of advance ticket buying tips offered by Coleman, Mirror, 


who notes hugs advance orders for Remains To Be Seen. 


PROMOTION PLANS...Gilbert Miller survey of The Moon Is Blue audiences compiled by 
Arthur Cantor is nearing completion, Rice, Post, learnede Farly returns of the 
7000 questionnaires show that patrons were not hesitant to tell why they didn't 
attend the theatre more oftene The results should prove helpful in exploiting 
the possible market, Cantor believes...Saul Richman told Rice that stars and 
managers will have to sacrifice individual standards for the benefit of the 
theatre. All forms of media must be used to promote theatre. Taxicab companies 
gerages and supermarkets can be utilized. 


COLUMN TIPS...Fresh money from Wall Street for Broadway musicals surprising everyone, 
hears Kilgallen...Same press agent aiding both sides of hot dispute between ma- 
jor staffer of Broadway outfit and guy trying to take away his job, learns Baton 
eseGeorge Jean Nathan plugging Border be Damned notes Lait, but he knows many 
married men who would like to see a play called Boarder be Damned. 


TV NOT LEGIT..eTV devotes itself largely to plays which have been shown in theatre, 
which are stale to playgoer and which are so wretchedly done that they will 
drive him back into the theatre seeking something decently acted, explains 
George Jean Nathan. Those televiewers satisfied with what they see aren't 
theatre customer material and never were. 


OPENING HOUSE BILLS...Free peir of opening night tickets for Oliviers first night 
production of their twin Cleopatras offered by Morehouse, WT&S, to playgoer who 
can neme attractions thet opened these famous NY playhouses: The Cruger's Wharf, 
The Savoy, the Shubert Riviera, the Punch & Judy, the Nora Bayes, the Herald 
Square, the Garrick and the New. 


UNIVERSAL DEARTH..eComparing American theatre with world theatre, our stage is astound- 
ingly well off on the matter of new young playwrights surmises Watts, Post. 
Counting produced plays only, last season yielded Louis 0. Coxe and Robert Chap- 
men, authors of Billy B » while the year before brought forth Carson MeCullers, 
Williem Archibald, William Inge and Robert McEnroe as dramatists of promises 
Other countries can boast only one or two new hopefuls. 


TOO REFINED..eComing up for air from batch of mail arguing with him that today's cho- 
rus girls are or aren't as pretty as past lines, Chapman, News, insists that 
everybody in theatre today is too refinede Guys and Dolls was only show last 
year that wasn't psychological or intellectual. 


Gordon Allison, Herald Tribune, played in Rain at Westhampton, LI, Playhouses... 
Charles Collins, former Chicago Tribune critic, returns to paper to do theatrical 
featureseeeBearl Dies, New Bedford, Mass Standard, merried last Sundey...Louis Kronen- 
berger, Time, making novel for Viking out of his play The International Set..My Led, 
musical comedy based on collection of stories by Matt Weinstock, Los Angeles News. 


4 * Green Room Department ' 
| 
Theatre News Round Up 


FRANCIS Le SULLIVAN...Actor last seen on Broadway in Darkness at Noon discovered 
that George Bernard Shaw was # fine director when he helped stage the plays of the 
Shaw Repertory Theatre in England, the actor told WNBT Ben Grauer. Shaw's acting was 
usually better than the actors he was rehearsinge Sullivan recalled that GBS con- 
sidered himself the world's third best actor, rating Groucho Marx first. 


HERMAN SHUMLINe. «Lace On Her Petticoat producer almost produced Fry's A Sleep for 
Prisoners in a NY church this season, Sylvester, News, learned. An uptown church was 
scheduled and the production costs would have been $20,000, but his heavy play sche-— 
dule mede him drop:the plan though he is sure some other producer will pick it up. 


Critics should be critics, not reformers, Robert Garland told “Critical Digest" 
in an exclusive interviews The New York Journal American critic and INS drama editor 
clearly pleced the role of the reviewer as a reporter, not a do-gooder. The sole 
function of the critic is to report if the show is worth while and to make the reader 
see why he might like it even though the critic didn't. It isn't the job of the cri- 
tic to discuss production and casting problems, or to encourage people to go to the 
theatre. If there aren't any plays, then the critic will have to look for another job. 


The problem of misleading theatre displey ads is one of the critic’s pet peeves, 
he steted. If a quote is wrong he phones the press agent and demands it be withdrawn 
or he will suee When & show changes in such a way thet his original opinion is no 
longer valid, such as the recent performance of Celeste Holm in Affairs of State, he 
also demands the change be medee But he fears most of his colleagues don't care one 
wey or the other about miscontexted quotes. 


“So-So" verdicts are uncalled for, Garland insisted. If the critic doesn't know 
the minute he walks out of the theatre if the play is good or bed he will never know 
in a thousand yearse That is why he is amazed at the indecisiveness of some of his 
colleagues. Because of the high price of tickets today the reviewer serves as an im- 
portent guide in ticket buying. He knows critics are widely read when he files a bad 
notice, for he receives # heavy mail from interested parties. The only mail he 
answers personally are the notes charging him with dishonesty. A drama critic must 
be honest, because he doesn't get paid much moneye 


In his own efforts to be perfectly fair he thinks he may lean too far to the 
"pro" side toward those he is prejudiced against. Once Robert Warrick took offense 
at a bed notice Garlend wrote and invited the critic, via phone, to come to his apart- 
ment to be beaten upe Garland, who didn't think life should be made too easy, invited 
the actor to his apartment. But he never showed up. This is the nearest he has come 
to physical combat es a result of his reviews. 


At his present post since 1942, he was formerly film critic for the same paper. 
Before that he served a term as drama critic of the World-Telegram fram 1927-1937, 
besides drama work on various papers in his home town of Beitimore. The author of 
several one act plays written for Nathan's “Smart Sei," Garland was surprised recently 
at a “Variety” review of a TV production of one of his 1920 plays which the TV critic 
termed “deted.e" This summer he lectured at Lake Tarleton, NeHe “Seven Arts Festival." 


egit Stuff ! 


Stalag 17 box office receipts robbed while being taken to bank...Senate passed 
bill exempting 20 per cent federal tax on amusement tickets for servicemen..eLace On 
Her Petticoat named as September choice of Play of the Month Club. 
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